The psychotic child.
Psychosis in children and adolescents is a relatively rare entity, with a plethora of possible origins. Appropriate evaluation and treatment can stem only from a complete understanding of the differential diagnosis of psychotic presentations in children. Once the acute presentation is stabilized and the cause for the psychosis accurately identified, the child can be referred appropriately to ongoing psychiatric care or substance abuse treatment, or he or she can be handed over to another medical specialty to further treat the underlying cause when there is a medical cause for the psychosis.